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NOTICE OF MEETING – READING STANDING ADVISORY COUNCIL ON RELIGIOUS EDUCATION – 
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A meeting of the Reading SACRE will be held on Wednesday 26 November 2014 at 6.30 pm in 
Committee Room 1, Civic Offices, Reading. 
 
The Agenda for the meeting is set out below. 
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READING STANDING ADVISORY COUNCIL ON RELIGIOUS EDUCATION MINUTES – 
17 JUNE 2014 

Present:  

Bev Heslin Free Churches (Group A) 
Anne Cheeseman Church of England (Group B) 
Jo Fageant Church of England (Group B) 
Vera Bodman NUT (Group C) (for items 1 – 4) 
Michael Freeman ATL (Group C) 
Councillor Ennis Reading Borough Council (Group D) (for items 1 – 4) 
Councillor Khan Reading Borough Council (Group D) 

Also in Attendance: 
 

Jamie Howell Berkshire Humanist 
Desiree Warren Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints 
Jan Lever RE Consultant 
Richard Woodford Reading Borough Council 

Apologies: 
 

Rabbi Zvi Solomons Jewish Faith (Group A) 
Robin Sharples Church of England (Group B) 
Teresa Jones RC Diocese of Portsmouth (Group A) (nominee) 
Councillor Ballsdon Reading Borough Council (Group D) 

1. APPOINTMENT OF CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR 

AGREED: That the appointment of Chair and Vice-Chair for the Municipal Year 
2014/2015 be deferred to the next meeting of the SACRE and Anne 
Cheeseman be appointed as Chair for this meeting. 

2. MINUTES 

The Minutes of the meeting held on 3 March 2014 were confirmed as a correct 
record and signed by the Chair. 

3. MATTERS ARISING 

Further to Minute 7 of the last meeting, SACRE Constitution – Draft Decision Book 
Report changing membership of Group C – Teacher Representatives, the Reading 
Division of the NUT tabled a letter from Rob Ketley, Reading NUT Secretary, in 
response to the decision to change the Constitution of the SACRE.  The letter 
stated the following: 

• We were unaware of any formal consultation with regard to proposed 
changes to the Constitution of SACRE; 

• We only became aware of the issue as a result of: 

(1) a report from our NUT delegate to SACRE, Vera Bodman; 

(2) receipt of the decision through Issue 449 of the Decision Book; 
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17 JUNE 2014 

• Reading NUT has a good record of attendance and a membership density of 
60% of teachers in Reading schools; 

• We would welcome an amendment to the decision to reserve one of the five 
places to the NUT; 

• If this proves difficult, we would want to revisit the decision not to consult 
with the trades unions. 

The SACRE discussed the letter and agreed that a letter be written by the Chair of 
the SACRE and sent to the local authority, to Kevin McDaniel, Head of Education 
Services, enclosing a copy of the letter from Rob Ketley, explaining the reasons for 
the change to the SACRE’s Constitution and asking for help in finding 
representatives from a wide range of schools in the Borough, and from a wide 
range of teachers, for example, teachers from different age phases and from 
Special Schools, or who taught children with Special Education Needs. 

The SACRE confirmed that the amended Constitution would allow for more than 
one NUT representative or more than one representative from another teaching 
union/association. 

AGREED: That a letter be written by the Chair of the SACRE to the Head of 
Education Services explaining the reasons for the change to the 
SACRE’s Constitution and asking for help in finding representatives 
from a range of different schools and teachers in the Borough who 
would be willing to be members of the SACRE. 

4. NASACRE CONFERENCE 22 MAY 2014 - FEEDBACK 

Jan Lever informed the SACRE that the NASACRE conference on 22 May 2014 had 
been well attended and that the keynote speaker had been Stephen Lloyd MP, 
Chair of the All Party Parliamentary Group on Religious Education.  A series of 
workshops had been held during the afternoon and as a result the new Chair of 
NASACRE, Lesley Prior, had summarised the key points that had been raised, 
including the following: 

• Contact your local MP encouraging him/her to become a member of the All 
Party Parliamentary Group for RE; 

• Encourage teacher unions to support RE; 
• Engage with initial Teacher Training providers; 
• Engage with local press/social media; 
• Take the SACRE Annual Report to Council Scrutiny Committee; 
• Encourage youth voice; 
• Hold SACRE meetings in schools; 
• Engage school governors. 

The SACRE were already aware, and were acting on, many of the points that had 
been raised but Jan asked them to identify any points that they considered should 
be taken forward and should be included in its Development Plan. 
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17 JUNE 2014 

The SACRE discussed the points raised at the NASACRE Conference and a number of 
points were made including the following: 

• The SACRE Annual Report could be submitted to the 4 March 2015 meeting of 
the Adult Social Care, Children’s Services and Education Committee and this 
could be used as an opportunity to showcase the work being done by the 
SACRE and to raise its profile; 

• A presentation/roadshow could be developed for Chairs of school governors 
presenting the SACRE and setting out the governors responsibilities with 
regard to religious education; 

• The Wokingham SACRE was in the process of producing a leaflet setting out 
what the SACRE was, who its members were and what it did and it was 
suggested that a similar leaflet could be produced for Reading; 

• The SACRE needed to demonstrate that it was value for money and show the 
local authority what it was getting for its money; 

• Thought needed to be given as to how the SACRE could raise its profile with 
the public and particularly with parents who had children at schools in the 
Borough; 

• The SACRE should hold meetings in schools, possibly at the end of the school 
day and also invite teachers to come to meetings to present their work. 

The SACRE agreed that of all the points raised at the NASACRE Conference it should 
add contacting the local MPs, submitting the Annual Report to a Council Committee 
and engaging school governors to its Development Plan.  The SACRE also agreed to 
circulate the draft RE Directory to members in order to address any gaps in 
information. 

AGREED: 

(1) That the position be noted; 

(2) That the following items from the NASACRE Conference be added to 
the SACRE Development Plan: 

(a) the SACRE contact the local MPs encouraging them to become 
members of the All Party Parliamentary Group for RE; 

(b) the SACRE Annual Report be submitted to the meeting of the 
Adult Social Care, Children’s Services and Education Committee 
on 4 March 2015; 

(c) the SACRE engage with school governors; 

(3) That a copy of the draft RE Directory be circulated to members of the 
SACRE for them to complete. 
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5. TEACHER NETWORK MEETING 14 MAY 2014 - FEEDBACK 

Jan Lever informed the SACRE that although attendance at the network meeting on 
14 May 2014 had again been low, teachers from different schools to those who had 
previously taken part had attended.  Jan also informed the SACRE that she would 
be meeting with the Head of School Improvement where the issue of participation 
would be raised and what more could be done to engage schools would be 
discussed. 

The SACRE discussed the low attendance at network meetings and it was suggested 
that it could be linked to teacher’s performance management in order to 
encourage attendance. 

AGREED: That the position be noted. 

6. SACRE DEVELOPMENT PLAN AND BUDGET - REVIEW 

Jan Lever submitted a copy of the Draft Development Plan for the period April 2014 
to March 2015 and reported that progress against the actions was on target.  Jan 
also tabled a document setting out the RE support for schools for the academic 
year 2014/2015; this document would be circulated to schools at the beginning of 
the autumn term 2014. 

Jan informed the SACRE that funding had been allocated to the Annual Conference 
for Secondary Schools but a date had yet to be confirmed.  This would be discussed 
at a meeting with secondary school representatives on 8 July 2014. 

Jan confirmed that the items that had been identified in minute 5 above would be 
added to the Development Plan. 

AGREED: That the position be noted. 

7. COMMENTARY ON THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COUNCIL’S REVIEW OF 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Jan Lever submitted a letter which had been written by Councillor Dr Barry Henley, 
Chair of the Birmingham SACRE, with attached a commentary on the Religious 
Education Council’s (REC) Review of Religious Education which had been endorsed 
by the Birmingham SACRE on 10 February 2014. 

The SACRE discussed the letter and commentary and Jamie Howell informed the 
SACRE that the British Humanist Association (BHA) had produced its own 
commentary about the Birmingham SACRE which he would circulate to the 
members of the SACRE. 

Jan also informed the SACRE that she had produced a video of Year 6 children 
discussing religion and beliefs and suggested that it could be shown at a future 
meeting. 

AGREED: 

(1) That the position be noted; 
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(2) That the BHA commentary on the Birmingham SACRE be circulated to 
members of the SACRE by Jamie Howell. 

8. RE REGIONAL STRATEGY PILOT 

Jo Fageant provided the SACRE with information about the launch of an RE 
Regional Strategy Pilot scheme that was being launched by Culham St Gabriel’s; an 
endowed charitable trust dedicated to educational work in support of RE.  The 
Strategy aimed to ensure that there were more robust arrangements for training 
and supporting teachers of RE and was based on recommendation four of the REC’s 
Review of Education.  The pilot version of the strategy had been put together by 
the REC and the National Association of Teachers of Religious Education working in 
collaboration with Culham St Gabriel’s. 

Jo told the SACRE that it was important that they were aware of the strategy as to 
date SACREs had been the primary source of training and support for teachers.  She 
also informed the SACRE that the trustees of Culham St Gabriel’s had agreed to 
make funding available in the current term for those networks that wished to apply 
for support.  Funding had been set aside for four pilots and five applications had 
been received, all of which would be funded.  At the last trustees meeting it had 
also been agreed not to wait for positive feedback from the pilots before making 
funding available for the next academic year. 

Jo explained that although the networks did not have to include a SACRE, a SACRE 
could form its centre. 

AGREED: That the position be noted. 

9. BERKSHIRE HUB FOR RE: BRINGING THE SIX SACRES TOGETHER ? 

Jo Fageant informed the SACRE that at the Joint SACREs Conference on 25 June 
2014 the focus of discussion would be about the six Berkshire SACREs forming a hub 
for RE.  The SACREs currently shared a number of links and shared the same 
syllabus so it appeared that they formed a natural hub.  However, thought would 
need to be given as to whether or not the Reading SACRE wished to be involved and 
what their response would be to the suggestion. 

The SACRE discussed the proposal and it was suggested that the development of a 
hub should be seen as an opportunity and if the SACRE were involved it could 
influence how the hub would work. 

AGREED: That the position be noted. 

10. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETINGS 

Wednesday 26 November 2014 

Monday 2 March 2015 

 

(The meeting started at 6.30 pm and finished at 8.20 pm). 
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       DRAFT  Reading SACRE development plan April 2014-March 2015  
Aim Actions Timescales People Responsible Cost Summer 

2014 
Autumn 

2014 
Spring 
2015 

A. To be a supportive 
and proactive SACRE 
enjoying full and 
well-informed 
membership. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Fill membership 
vacancies 

End July 2014 SACRE Chair 
Committee Services 

    

2. SACRE members 
attend termly SACRE 
meetings (3 per year) 
and, when possible, 
teacher termly 
network meetings 
and training events 

Termly SACRE meetings: 
Summer 2014 
Autumn  2014   
Spring 2015 
 
Termly teacher network 
meetings 
Occasional training 
events  

SACRE Chair/SACRE 
Adviser 
SACRE members 
SACRE Clerk 

SACRE Adviser to 
prepare and attend x3 
SACRE meetings a year 
@ £500 per term 
=£1500    
SACRE Clerk to 
administer each meeting  
  
 
 

Mtg 17 
June 

Mtg 26 
November 

 

3. Produce annual 
SACRE Report 

Autumn Term 2014 SACRE Adviser and clerk SACRE Adviser x1 day 
@£500 

 Bring draft 
to 
November 
meeting 

 

4. Review the 
development plan at 
each meeting and 
update for next year 

At each SACRE meeting SACRE Adviser  and 
SACRE 

SACRE Adviser time 
included in A2 above 

June 17th 
mtg 

Nov 26 
mtg 

 

5. ~Subscribe to 
NASACRE 
~ Representation at 
annual NASACRE 
conference, NASACRE 
AGM and local SACRE 
events including the 
annual pan-Berkshire 
SACRE conference 

Ongoing SACRE members 
SACRE Adviser to 
organise 
Jo Fageant re pan-Berks 
event/s 

Subscription £95 
Conference/s and AGM 
budget £500 
SACRE Adviser time if 
needs to be the SACRE 
representative x1 day 
shared with Wokingham 
£250 
 
 

JL to 
attend 
NASACRE 
conference 
22 May in 
London. 
Michael 
Freeman 
also 
attending 

  

6. Members to present 
aspects of their 
faith/beliefs to SACRE  

At selected SACRE 
meetings 

SACRE members. 
Decide plan at SACRE 
meetings: Chair 
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B. To support teachers 

of RE to continually 
improve RE learning 
in their schools and  

 
C. To support the 

implementation of  
the revised Berkshire 
Agreed Syllabus for 
RE  

to inform members 
 
 

2. Provide, jointly with 
Wokingham SACRE, a 
termly secondary RE 
network meeting, 4-5.30, 
hosted by a school. RE 
teachers and SACRE 
members to be invited 

Once a term (3 per 
year) 
Summer 2014:8 July 
Forest School  
Autumn 2014 
Spring 2015 
venues tba 
Hosted by schools 

SACRE to plan etc in 
liaison with Secondary 
Federation manager/LA 

SACRE Adviser x1.5 days 
@ £500 = £750. Cost 
shared with Wokingham 
so Reading  contributes 
£375 

Summer 
Term mtg 
July 8th to 
decide 
agenda for 
next year’s 
mtgs 

Oct 22 at 
Forest 
School. 
Planning 
for Feb 
2015 
conference 

 

3. Provide, jointly with 
Wokingham, a 2nd ‘on 
location’ training day for 
teachers at Places of 
Worship in Reading 
 

Autumn 2014  £1000 ( 4 days adviser 
time to organise, attend, 
lead and collate 
resources after event 
(4@£500 =£2000 shared 
with Wokingham so 
£1000 for Reading 
SACRE) 
 
 

Teachers 
want to go 
to Hindu 
Temple 
and a 
range of 
Christian 
places of 
worship 

Nov 12th 
Hindu 
temple, 
Sikh 
gurdwara 
and x3 
Christian 
places of 
worship 

 

4. Subject Leader Training 
x2 half-day sessions 

Autumn term 2014  2 days adviser time @ 
£500 a day..shared with 
Wokingham  £500 for 
Reading 

To be 
advertised 
September  

2 and 8 
Oct 

 

5. Annual Secondary RE 
conference 

Spring 2015 
 

 £500 to support school 
organisation and 
attendance 

To be 
discussed 
July 8th at 
network 
mtg 

Feb 23 
2015 
conference 

 

 

7 
 



Network meetings – Autumn 2014 

Wokingham – Agenda and Minutes 

Teaching and Learning focus: Holocaust Memorial Day 

1. Holocaust Memorial Day – Tues Jan 27th 2015. – go through – look at website and resources 
http://www.hmd.org.uk/content/for-educators 

• Handouts distributed and discussed – the desire is to raise the profile and hopefully 
engage more schools in using the materials  - suggestion is to use the SEN assembly 
‘One moment in time’ (on website) to launch the day and then use the memory box 
activity in class (see the resources distributed at the meeting – including a KS1 
version of the Emanuel Ringelblum story) – the memory box activity can be done 
within a class, year group and school with excellent opportunities for sharing and 
display. 

• HMD website looked at and resources highlighted – all are free to download but 
often the focus is at high end KS2 – these have been adapted by us to be used in KS1 
schools – focus on friendliness, celebrating difference and challenging bullying 

• If anybody does use these – feedback on how it all went would be appreciated. 
 

2. Go through network dates 
• Feb 10th  
• May 5th  

Both of these were confirmed and seemed to be public domain 
 
Other information like the cpd opportunities was not common knowledge – discussion ensued on 
contact details, the chances of people being allowed to go, the short amount of time between 
finding out and the event actually happening. 

 
3. Subject leader dates –  

• 2nd Oct – 12.30-3.30 – Shute end, Wokingham 
• 8th Oct - 12.30-3.30 – The Avenue Centre, Reading 

The point was raised that these could be offered after school or as part of network meetings. It was 
pointed out that the 3 hour sessions would be difficult to put into networks and that these sessions 
were supported and subsidised by SACRE – the costs are small in booking but getting out of schools 
was anticipated as a problem. Many delegates wanted to come but felt it was unlikely at short notice 
– could they be run again later in the year? The timing is now as some people will have inherited RE 
very recently. 
 
4. What would you like in the two subsequent meetings? 

a. Assessment – if a school has switched completely to the new curriculum – how do 
the new stages translate to the old levels? What should schools do? DR said that 
most schools were carrying on with their old ways of assessing RE until we heard of 
a viable alternative. We are constantly monitoring documents from on high and will 
filter down information as it becomes available to us. We may return to this in 
February if there have been developments. 

b. Can information be put on the website – we discussed this and the new Discovery RE 
website is keenly anticipated as a resource and Wokingham website still to be well-
used 

c. The places of worship cpd PowerPoint from last year – can this be available to all? – 
some said that this had already happened – some requests were made for copies as 
well as the contact list for the places of worship 
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(Every school was sent a cd of these resources last year!! And the materials are on 
WBC website) 

 
5. Would you like an RE conference? – we are doing one in Poole & Bournemouth area – teaching 

and learning – this year’s focus RE in everything – focus on creative – art, music etc 
a. After a moment of thought it was seen as a good idea but in a different term as all 

the cpd is happening this term – consensus seemed to think the summer term to be 
a favourite time – T&L is usually a focus as well as assessment – reservations were 
raised re getting out of school 

 

6. CPD Places of worship trip on November 12 – provisionally will include Hindu temple, Sikh 
Gurdwara and 3 Christian sites (Salvation army, CofE and Baptist) – educational materials will be 
produced afterwards (like we did last year) – what sort of things would you like to see on that day 
– any particular focus? 

a. Some delegates had been on this trip and were still enthused by it and the resources 
provided – some did not know of the cpd opportunities so requested this be sent to 
personal emails  

b. (number limited to size of coach which will need to be booked according to numbers 
booking..so probably approx. 40 ) 

c. Universal approval for the Gurdwara element of the trip last year (not just lunch!) 
 

7. Updates – Church of England review on RE (Alan Brine author – OFSTED rigour) – coming out 
around now – recommendations (distribute) that improvements need to be made – (only 30 
schools were used in this report) – is this representative? Any comments>? Would any school like 
to work with us to send a case study of what is working well? I can visit and help to showcase – a 
current CofE focus as result of this report is the need for more theology – we are working on this 
with Discovery RE 

a. This generated discussion about the level of theology appropriate for each year 
group – concern was raised about the subject knowledge that staff would need – it 
was felt that many staff would be concerned about offering a response that might 
be interpreted in an unintended way e.g. evangelising. 

b. Is this report purely for Cof E schools? YES 
 

8. RE – How to do it – JL written a booklet – for teacher trainers but could also be a useful tool for 
new colleagues or to do a ‘state of the nation’ within your school – contact Jan for details. Hope 
to make it an app soon – a copy was  distributed for viewing and received positive comments 

 
 
9. Any news? 

a. The Big Discovery RE – Is it going to happen? In development 
 
Meeting closed at 5.30pm 
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Holocaust Memorial Day 
Tuesday 27th January, 2015  

A Guide to using resources  
There are some great resources provided by the Holocaust Memorial Day trust – but for obvious reasons many of these 
are geared towards Key Stage 3 and above. There are many life stories and there is a large lesson plan which is aimed at 
KS3 – however some of these ideas can be adapted to be used in KS1&2 
Here is a guide to using some of these resources in Key Stages 1&2 
 
All the HMD resources can be freely downloaded from  

http://www.hmd.org.uk/content/for-educators 

this will take you to a drop down menu – you can select the year - 2015. There are lesson plans and stories 
that can be used – obviously Holocausts  are difficult subjects and may be too much for the very young but this 
years’ focus is on ‘keeping the memories alive’ and some of the activities can be used with younger children 
to emphasise togetherness and combating bullying.  

Use the SEN assembly powerpoint called One moment in time  as a whole school assembly at the start of 
the day 

There is also an outline (pdf) on to how to use it with prompts available from the Holocaust Memorial Day 
website on  

http://www.hmd.org.uk/education/sen-assembly-hmd-2015-one-moment-time 

I did begin to re-arrange this but realised that this would be hard to distribute so here are a few suggestions 

– some notes on the slides (to be used as well as the ones provided by HMD) 

• The PowerPoint focuses on talents and friendliness (the reference to Glasgow games 2014 is really 
apt) whilst referring back to times of holocausts – there are slides where you would need to insert 
information relevant to your individual school (especially slide 3). There are also slides that simply say 
‘We’re good at…’ (slides 14,16,18,20) – these could be done as Q&A in the assembly with perhaps 
children nominating each other. 

• There are also slides that refer to 4 examples of people who suffered – David Berger, Eric Eugene 
Murangwa, Ceija Stojka and Arn Chorn-Pond. A possible option would be to delete some of these 
examples and focus on one – David Berger’s letter is very moving especially when you read his story 
(on the HMD website) and see he was killed at 19 years of age. The letter is used on the PowerPoint 
(slide 12) 

http://www.hmd.org.uk/resources/stories/hmd-2015-david-berger 

The final slide shows a candle – the teacher notes say  

So today we have celebrated our talents and our differences.   
We have remembered people who have been picked on because they were different.   
Today, on Holocaust Memorial Day, we are keeping their memory alive. We will remember them today and 
always. 

This could be followed up in the memory box activity lesson which is part of the Lesson plan –  

http://www.hmd.org.uk/education/lesson-plan-hmd-2015-keep-memory-alive-primary-schools 

However this is really aimed for the top end of primary so I have adapted some of these activities for ks1 

I have rewritten the story of Emanuel Ringelblum which can be used as a launch into a memory box activity 
which would be lovely to use with younger children.  
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Emanuel Ringelblum 

Emanuel Ringelblum was a history teacher who lived in 
Poland at the time of the Second World War. At this time 
a group called the Nazis were in charge and they decided 
that many different groups of people did not deserve to 
live. So the Nazis got all the people they did not like 
together and started to bully them and kill them.  

Emanuel Ringelblum and his family belonged to one of 
the main groups that the Nazis tried to kill: the Jews.  

Emanuel and his family were captured and kept in very 
bad conditions with many others. They realised that they 
would probably not live for long so they decided to collect 
information about their everyday lives. This included 
things like diaries, newspapers, posters, photographs, 
tram tickets and sweet wrappers. They hoped that by 
doing this their lives would not be forgotten and that one 
day we would try to stop bullying like this happening.  

All of these everyday things were stored secretly inside 
boxes and milk churns. These items were buried in an 
underground bunker and even though Emanuel and his 
family died, we know about them because these items 
were found after the war ended.   

Stories like this sadly still happen; this is why we have 
golden rules like ‘Do be kind and helpful’.  
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Holocaust Memorial Day  

Tuesday, 27 January, 2015  

 
Holocaust Memorial Day remembers times in History where people were treated very badly, bullied 
and killed. We try to remember these sad times so that we can stop them happening again. So each 
year on 27th January we think about those who went through a horrible time and remember that all 
of us need to try and stop bullying when we see or hear it.  
 
This year the theme is ‘keep the memory alive’ – we remember the story of Emanuel 
Ringelblum (Use the KS1 version) 
 
Memory box activity lesson 
 
Activity 1: Create the box  

Allow your students to create their own box to hold their memories. It can be made from any material – you 
may need to inform them of this in advance so that they can collect relevant material. For younger 
students you may wish to provide more direction, for example asking them to bring in an empty shoe box, 
which they can then decorate in class. You should also consider what the students will do with their memory 
boxes once they are complete – for example you may wish to bury them like time capsules, in which case 
stronger material may be needed.    

You could also make one collective class memory box, rather than individual boxes.  This could then include 
elements representing the different faith groups in the class, or the different countries of origin, for example.     

Activity 2: The contents of the box 

 Encourage your students to think about the purpose of the box, what are they remembering and why are 
they remembering. Give your students some time and space to consider what they would pack in the box. 
They should choose contents that reflect their own identity and heritage, and their sense of 
community.  For young children you may need to be more suggestive, providing ideas such as their 
favourite teddy/toy/book, a photograph of their family, whereas for older children you could give them a list 
with ideas to prompt them – the life story of Emanuel Ringelblum and the Oneg Shabbat archive may provide 
some inspiration. They should also consider whether they will be sharing it with anyone else, as that may 
influence the contents. You could also be more prescriptive of the contents to tie in with other projects that 
the class is working on, or on your subject area – for example the students could write a letter to their future 
selves in English, or draw a self-portrait in an art class. What do they think their future self might want to 
know about them?   

Once your students have all made their individual memory boxes, you could choose to display them so that 
other students can have a chance to look at what their peers have chosen as the items they would like to be 
remembered by.    

The lesson plan goes further and suggests making a box for a victim – this may be a step too far for younger 
ones so tie the exercise together with some reflections on questions like... 

• What do the boxes tell people about us?  
• Why would it be good for other people to know who we are and what we like?  
• How might boxes like this help people in the future?  
• How do we know about people’s lives in the past? 

The majority of these ideas come directly from the primary  
lesson plan on the HMD website 

http://www.hmd.org.uk/education/lesson-plan-hmd-2015-keep-
memory-alive-primary-schools 
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• Why is it good to know about people who lived in the past? 
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New RE leaders training 

Delegates (Reading & Wokingham) 

 

2 sessions 

• Thursday  2nd October 2014 – Shute End (12.30-3.30) 
• Wednesday 8th October 2014 – The Avenue Centre (12.30-3.30) 

In these sessions we looked at 
• Understanding the National RE picture,  
• Key documents, REC/Oftsed/siams,  
• Ofsted Siams expectations,  
• SACRE and the locally agreed syllabus, 
• Planning a scheme of work,  
• Teaching/learning,  
• Assessing RE,  
• Monitoring and supporting colleagues,  
• Subject leaders roles responsibilities and boundaries 

 
 

We focussed on roles of the subject leader including  
 
Keeping a folder with evidence of RE activity – recommended contents to include:  
 

• RE policy  
• SMSC policy 
• RE curriculum overview 
• school action/improvement plan 
• budget  
• evidence of monitoring  
• evidence of any staff training  
• list of visits/visitors 
• For CE schools, include evidence for upcoming SIAMS e.g. the RE section of the SEF and any 

evidence of action following a previous report. 

Name School Attended both 
sessions 

Nicki Bolger Oaklands infant 
 

Pearl Linkens Shinfield infants school  
Sally Alexander Oaklands junior, Crowthorne  
Katherine Anderson Beechwood primary  
Celia Thatcher Grazeley Primary school  
Heather Greer Shinfield Junior School  
Adam Greenley St Mary and All Saints CofE Primary  
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We also tried some activities to help inspire staff including 

• Running a staff meeting 
• Starter activities (odd one out) 
• Using images in RE 
• Questioning skills 
• Running a survey to see where help is needed 
• Resources and artefacts 

 
Recommendations and other issues 

• CPD trip to places of worship – enthusiastic response 
• Resource ideas – always in need – approach faith communities? 
• PowerPoint of the session was distributed to delegates 
• Assessment – being updated on national developments (replacement of levels with ?) 

 
After the first session some questions were distributed for consideration before session 2:  
 
These were 

• How do you feel about your subject knowledge? 
• What are the gaps in your knowledge? 
• Do you have a copy of your locally agreed syllabus? (Pan Berkshire)? 
• What is expected of you as subject leader? 
• Will you have time to do this? 
• Do you have a RE budget? If so what is it? 
• When does it have to be spent by? 
• Do you have a list of your resources? 
• Do you have the resources you need to teach the syllabus? 
• Where can you get good resources inexpensively? 
• Do you have contacts with local faith communities? 
• How can you develop these contacts? 
• Do you have a list of visitors to schools? 
• Are you following a bought scheme or have you been /are you developing your own? 
• Do you feel confident approaching the rest of your staff? 
• How do you feel about assessment? 

 
Responses to these were part of session 2 -  discussion involved ideas and potential  solutions were 
suggested 
 

The sessions were run in a very positive atmosphere. Each delegate contributed and raised 
interesting points – feedback was collected. 

Oct 2014 
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RE CPD Day Trip for Teachers in Reading and Wokingham 

 Places of Worship in Reading 

Wednesday 12th November 2014 

Reading schools are subsidised by the Reading SACRE so the cost is only £60 
per person. 

(Schools will be invoiced after the trip) 

Please book by either contacting 

jan@janlevereducationconsultancy.com (Jan is organising on behalf of RBC) 

or by using the Wokingham Borough Council website CPD booking system or 
contacting anne.coffey@wokingham.gov.uk 

 

Time Venue 
9.00am Meet at Reading Station North Entrance at the bus stop on Trooper 

Potts Way, off Vastern Road (look out for the white Horseman Coach 
with an ‘RE CPD trip’ sign) 

9.30-10.30am Hindu Temple 
11.00am-12.45pm Sikh Gurdwara includes a vegetarian lunch 
1.30-2.30pm Salvation Army 
2.45-3.45pm Carey Baptist Church 
4.00-5.00pm St Mary the Virgin, Reading Minster 
5.15pm Return to Reading Station North Entrance 
 

Essential information 

1. Transport. There will be a coach to transport us around the places of worship. However, 
because of limited parking space in central Reading, we will be walking the short distance 
between the Salvation Army, the Carey Baptist Church and St Mary the Virgin, all of which 
are within ½ mile of each other. If you need transport between these three venues, please 
mention this when booking. Please note that you do not have to board the coach again after 
the visit to St Mary the Virgin: you can make your own way home from Reading town centre 
if you would prefer.  

2. Refreshments. Please bring a drink with you for the day. There will be a vegetarian lunch 
provided at the Gurdwara.  

3. Head covering. Please ensure you bring an appropriate head covering to wear at some of 
the places of worship. 

4. Photographs. A CD-ROM of photographs of the day will be sent to you after the trip.  
5. Contact. If you need to contact the organisers on the day, please telephone Joanna on 

07764 166112. (Joanna is organising the day with Jan Lever) 
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